


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Supporting higher education key to resettling Syrian refugees	
   
	
  
4	
  
Whilst	
  the	
  primary	
  motivator	
  of	
  resettling	
  refugees	
  should	
  be	
  humanitarian	
  as	
  a	
  signatory	
  of	
  the	
  
Refugee	
  Convention,	
  ensuring	
  they	
  succeed	
  in	
  education	
  and	
  beyond	
  offers	
  significant	
  opportunities	
  
for	
  Australia.	
  The	
  UN	
  High	
  Commissioner	
  for	
  Refugees	
  has	
  recognised	
  tertiary	
  education	
  as	
  a	
  human	
  
right,	
  reflecting	
  its	
  importance	
  for	
  maximising	
  refugees’	
  potential	
  for	
  contributing	
  to	
  their	
  
communities	
  and	
  broader	
  society.	
  Despite	
  immense	
  challenges	
  in	
  adjusting	
  to	
  life	
  in	
  Australia,	
  
refugee	
  populations	
  have	
  historically	
  proven	
  extremely	
  resilient	
  and	
  motivated	
  to	
  succeed	
  in	
  their	
  
new	
  country.	
  Second	
  generation	
  Australians	
  from	
  Polish,	
  Hungarian	
  and	
  Vietnamese	
  refugee	
  families	
  
have	
  higher	
  than	
  average	
  rates	
  of	
  educational	
  attainment	
  and	
  employment	
  in	
  professional	
  roles.	
  	
  
More	
  recently,	
  resettlement	
  initiatives	
  in	
  regional	
  centres	
  has	
  seen	
  refugees	
  contributing	
  to	
  rural	
  
development	
  by	
  stimulating	
  economic	
  growth	
  and	
  the	
  revitalisation	
  of	
  country	
  towns.	
  For	
  example,	
  
settlement	
  of	
  Karen	
  refugees	
  from	
  Myanmar	
  in	
  Nhill,	
  Western	
  Victoria,	
  has	
  injected	
  $40	
  million	
  into	
  
the	
  local	
  economy	
  and	
  created	
  70	
  fulltime	
  jobs.	
  Despite	
  a	
  perception	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  a	
  drain	
  on	
  public	
  
money	
  and	
  resources,	
  no	
  Australian	
  study	
  has	
  shown	
  refugees	
  to	
  impose	
  an	
  economic	
  burden	
  over	
  
the	
  long-­‐term.	
  	
  
Room	
  for	
  improvement	
  
Despite	
  the	
  efforts	
  of	
  schools	
  and	
  community	
  initiatives,	
  there	
  are	
  few	
  systemic,	
  centrally	
  funded	
  
programs	
  for	
  ensuring	
  humanitarian	
  migrants’	
  educational	
  success.	
  According	
  to	
  a	
  report	
  co-­‐
published	
  by	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Western	
  Sydney,	
  Charles	
  Sturt	
  and	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Canberra,	
  
refugee-­‐specific	
  programs	
  in	
  schools	
  are	
  generally	
  ad	
  hoc,	
  dependent	
  upon	
  the	
  effort	
  of	
  individual	
  
staff	
  members,	
  and	
  the	
  availability	
  of	
  programs	
  and	
  capacity	
  of	
  schools	
  to	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  these	
  
opportunities	
  are	
  often	
  poorly	
  matched.	
  	
  
Programs	
  for	
  promoting	
  tertiary	
  pathways	
  are	
  also	
  at	
  present	
  fragmented	
  and	
  sporadic	
  in	
  their	
  
coverage.	
  A	
  greater	
  number	
  of	
  students	
  from	
  this	
  cohort	
  would	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  access	
  and	
  succeed	
  in	
  
higher	
  education	
  if	
  post-­‐Year	
  12	
  support	
  were	
  available	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  tailored	
  university	
  
preparedness	
  program,	
  offering	
  cultural	
  and	
  social	
  support	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  developing	
  the	
  skills	
  
needed	
  for	
  tertiary	
  efficacy.	
  Outcomes	
  for	
  assisting	
  students	
  with	
  diverse	
  needs	
  could	
  be	
  improved	
  
with	
  a	
  more	
  consistent,	
  unified	
  approach	
  between	
  universities,	
  schools,	
  government	
  and	
  other	
  
community	
  stakeholders.	
  
Earlier	
  this	
  month,	
  the	
  new	
  Education	
  Minister	
  Simon	
  Birmingham	
  noted	
  in	
  his	
  address	
  to	
  the	
  Times	
  
Higher	
  Education	
  World	
  Summit	
  that	
  whilst	
  overall	
  participation	
  in	
  tertiary	
  education	
  is	
  at	
  a	
  record	
  
high,	
  there	
  remain	
  problems	
  in	
  access	
  and	
  success	
  rates	
  for	
  equity	
  groups.	
  He	
  pointed	
  to	
  the	
  need	
  
“to	
  ensure	
  that	
  good	
  quality	
  higher	
  education	
  is	
  accessible	
  to	
  all	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  and	
  
well	
  informed	
  motivations	
  to	
  benefit	
  from	
  it.”	
  	
  
Students	
  from	
  refugee	
  backgrounds	
  have	
  much	
  to	
  offer	
  the	
  Australian	
  education	
  system.	
  In	
  the	
  vast	
  
majority	
  of	
  cases	
  they	
  are	
  very	
  academically	
  able,	
  demonstrate	
  incredible	
  resilience	
  and	
  are	
  highly	
  
motivated	
  to	
  succeed	
  in	
  their	
  new	
  country.	
  Those	
  soon	
  to	
  arrive	
  from	
  Syria	
  will	
  be	
  no	
  different.	
  
While	
  lacking	
  the	
  necessary	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  capital	
  to	
  immediately	
  reach	
  their	
  full	
  potential,	
  they	
  
are	
  young	
  people	
  with	
  diverse	
  interests,	
  talents	
  and	
  aspirations	
  which	
  we	
  cannot	
  let	
  go	
  to	
  waste.	
  
	
  
	
  
